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broadminded and far ranging in expressing contemporary concerns. 

It is edited and published by PAUL SCREETOH. Address is 5 Egton Drive, 
Seaton Carew, TS25 2AT. Publisged roughly quarterly, a subscription for 
4 issues is t6: Sl4. All payments to P. SCREETOK <JOT Folklore 
frontiers). Dollar notes only from abroad. 

A sheet of information on availability of back numbers is offered on 
receiptof an SAE. 

If you subscription expires with this issue an •x• will appear on the 
line below. 

DIARY columns can offer rich pickings for urban mythologists <bring 
back Peter Tory, all is forgiven>. Vhere I work, the Hartlpool Xail, we 
have Phillip Hickey <pictured), a grand lad, news editor to boot, and 
not naturally naive. So the following lead item came as a surprise. He 
swears a senior health committee representative told the tale to the 
editor, who beliving it too, passed it on in good faith. You, dear 

reader, can decide its veracity or otherwise. 

IT was the most . 
embarrassing moment of I 
her life- and, of course, it 1· had to happen in full view 
of a long bus queue. ,_. r. I 
Generous to a fault, this ' 
leading businesswoman •. 
dipped into her purse as_ soon_ 

as she saw a girl outside a · I 
charity shop 1n York Road, I 
Hartlepool, clutching a tin. -� 'J 
She dropped in 20p, confident . 

. that the mone would be wisely 
spent t� beneR't the �eedy. .: . .(; 
But her gesture met with little · 
llt'lltitude. The tin holder, in 
fact. went mad. 'l'he tin I -;;' ��� ofCo�J· thel· 
undrinkable and our . 
generous - but · .... 
anonymous- charity · 
helper had to shell out . 
another 50p to bur ' 
another tin. "' knew · 
straight away lt would 
be one of those days,".-� 
sbesaid. • J 

., �" n�vv1 
t�c-=.e:. 

•• -��"'\k .. -...��, 

STILL withthe Mail, remember our gay ghost 
seam last issue. FF reader Peter Rogerson 
consulted the Peter Underwood book I was 
unable to locate, A Gazeteeer of British 
�<Pan. 1973> and found 

"IH 1967 a miner and his wfe, living at 
number 4 Eden Street, were so terrified by 
many "ghostly incidents" they were totally 
unable to explain that they called in the 
vicar, the Rev T. Xatthews. When his prayers 
did not end their problems they decided to 
move and did so. The family were reluctant to 
talk about their experiences but insisted that 
•ghostly presences• had mada themselves 
indisputably felt in tha little house.• 

Thanks Peter. Legibility was far bettar 
than the "automatic writir.;5" Jo�n Riilllller ;.,_,,. 
1c.:t;IIC. you of. 

:·:ay :.:'C ""= ·;;:_: . .  :. ,;r:.;:-ak :.:�y. Glad to see my pal Screaming Lord Sutch 
•1.1:.; ., ppi:!aring at a concert .the day afterwards with funk band The 
Anoraks. On the day itself, trainspotters were gathering at London·s 
Clapham Junction "to talk numbers and gaze lovingly at the choo-choos. · 
For Johu �CJ.lnn�t·s lntor�tlOn <D star, 29/5/95) steam power last 

. .  

chuffed through there on a regular basis in the Sixties. Apparently 
there was to be a "timid" debate at Speakers' Corner, Hyde Park,on 
•anoraknophobia." Wa�n't the last issue well timed?! 

Secondly, the man we beaated last issue fa� scorning the spotters who 
made his fortune, Ian Allan, received an OBE in the Queen's summer 
honours list. Where's the justice? 

Waterloo sunset. 
Brinsley meets 
Diana & Wilma 
&. Mildred & May 

(Death of a 
Ladies· Manl 

-by Pau·l 
screeton 

I was saddened to learn that my old chum Lord Clancarty had shuffled 
off this mortal coil and been abducted by St Peter and the Ken in White. 

Better known as Brinsley le Peer Trench, the four times married peer 
was a ufologist with an ancient astronuat pitch, but without the 
razzmatazz or dubious self-justification of Erich van Daniken. His 
books, such as men Among Mankind and Operation Earth, were relatively 
popular and he promoted the Glastonbury Zodiac terrestrial figures and 
was sympathetic towards earth mysteries. 

fl� 
Ye met at a British UnidentifiedtOojects Research Organisation lecture 

in the very early Seventies when 1 was a panellist for a debate on leys 
and UFOs, along with John Xichell, Jimmy Goddard and Phillip Heselton. 

Peeew-e 
JJ�CL� � 
8etc� cf 
RcJlQ 

The two bits of instruction 
were passed to me by 
Brinsley during the BUFORA 
lecture. 

'J ().. '({\ � �-\\ W\.1 � 0 "'-
\ � � 8o..� CMl-� 

Q .oh M1 t1J111f-� 
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Af!abla an� uro�na, he 3deptly held the evening's proceedings together. 

l don't remember 1:1uch about the ::�aet1ng over this span oi tlma, except 
an axcitable fhe Ley Hunter contribUbr �ollie Carey bav1ng somaone be 
very rude to her ana a convivial drink in a pub opposite the Kensington 
venue to wind up. 

Shortly afterwards, as then editor of The Ley Hunter magazine, 
published a brlet mant1on that a particular book of Brinsley's �as to 
appear in paperback tram Un1versal Tandem. That company's manag1ng 
director wrote to � say1ng this was untrue and demanded a retraction. 

I knew I had every reason to stand by the veracity oi my brief 
announcement, but being such a trivial tin terms> event, I bad discarded 
tha ·let tar from one of the firm's minions announc1ng this forthcoming 
event. 

Somewhat perlexed, I rang Brinsley at his flat in South Kensington to 
see if he could shed any light on the matter. 

He expla�nad he h3d shown the Universal fandem managing director a 
copy of The Lay Hunter over lunch, wh1ch had lea to my dilemma. 
Gantleman that he was, he offered protuse apologies for the 
embarrassment caused. 

Nevertheless, without written eYidence, I had to cave in and carry -- as 
far as I recal -- the only TLH retraction I made. 

The would-be litigant <a man called Stokes, if I recall rightly> was 
himselt prosecuted shortly afterwards tor publishing obscene material. 
fruc to 1orm, he boun�e� back and told the Press his fine had been the 
best Ll50 worth at publicity ha had ever h�d. 

A>:. :or Br1n.:.ley, ne snould be rememccred not only for propagating the 
belief in flying saucers, but for chapioning earth mysteries. 

'Lord c·rackpot' 
By GER'RV B·ROWN 

SKY-WATCHING peer Lord 
Clancarty doesn't just SUSPECT 
that flying saucers and beings. 
from outer space are visiting 
l;lrltaln- he's .. damned sure!' 
of Jt. · · 

And, what's more, he hu literally 
THOUSANDS ot .slg-httng.s from all 

-and the 
-great. 

:?;::��:or=r��?arft. c�r:��;; · c· o·sm·· .I.C· 
opposed to moJt of b.1J 1deu'l.nd theortea. : � 

They. lnJlat the 70-year-old peer 1s ·--�· ---------� :;:r��;.,;. -�·-cwutlno'· ve··r· · .;.
u· p . �

:
·' :•: 

peotertnr lottea, tlhe7 . . 
• 

. . rroan and 1Uncb, duck . . .... 
and dive. · . . · 

But the CO!Te8POD- . 

t:O� w�en ���·o�n • Houae of. Lords note- Fl a.,s A. la • c k (;. R�:ie:r 11� 0JDoer �� 
ellhth Ea.rl of Clane&rty. }). � tv Jo I.! I 11 

As the eighth Earl of Clancarty, he ai�d agea 33 in .\ay this year. 

His ufological id�as were fairly bizarre even for that subject. 

He claimed that he could trace his descent from 63,000BC, when beings 
from other planets had landed on Earth from spacecraft. Xost humans, he 
believed, were descended from these aliens. In 1981 be concluded: "This 
accounts for all the different colour skins we've got here." But he also 
reckoned others emerged from a civilisation which still existed beneath 
the Earth"s crust. 

An obituary <D Telegraph, 22/5/95> claimed he produced a satellite 
photograph showing a large circular blob in the North Pole ice which, he 
said, was the entrance to a tunnel. He remained adamant even when it was 
pointed out to him that he was looking at part of the camera. 

His ufological ideas were fairly bizarre even tor that subject. An ti,�.t 
ETHer, he installed a UFO detector in his bearooQ. "It did buzz one 
Saturday afternoon," he said, "but when I rushed out l l ouna tnat the 
sky was cloudy and coQpletely overcast. Presumably it was above the 
cloud." 

a�entually he spotted his only UFO: "It was an eerie white light .... 
had to climb into the kitchen sink to get a good lte�at it through 

the window. • 

Not exactly what one would expect of the fifth son of the 5th Earl of 
Clancarty. William Francis Brinsley Le Peer Trench,who was born on 
September 18, 1911, and educated at the Nautical Collage, Pangbourne. · At one ·time he edited Flying �ucer �ev1ew and alsc tound employment 
selling advertising space tor a garaen1ng magazine housed opposite 
Waterloo station. Office wags pointea out that Brinsley earned his 
renown by gazing at space and his living by selling it. 

Here was me thinking New Scientist was a pc-faced, serious old farts' 
mag like Nature. the ObG file produced three items from it on this 
trawl. Our thanks to Peter Christie who asks if the kidney thieves of 
Bangalore piece <10/2/95> is "a 'true' urban legend?" 

It is published in full for the reader's assessment, but I personally 
think not. There were accounts also of eyes being stolen from bodies at 
Rome's San Camillo Hospital and replaced with glass marbles <Sun, D 
Star, D Mirror, 23/2/94>; in Puna, India, a cook first leared he was 
missing a kidney after a routine check-up for persistent abdominal pain 
<Newcastle Journal. 24/3/95>; and Guatemalans' beating up US citizens 

whom they accused of trafficik1ng in body parts of kidnapped children 
<Newcastle Journal. 31/3/94> 

• • • • 

A ferroequinological old chestnut next <Hew Scigntist, 29/4/95> which 
repays retelling in full also. Lucy Fisher also snipped a reader's 
letter tram PS ll0/4/9J> where entombed toads were aired -- no pun 
intended, of course. 

• • • 

We always like apocrypha which fairly certainly is actually true. Such 
as Beverley Evans, who dreamea an insect was eating her brain, only to 
awaken and find her nightmare had come true. An earwig had wriggled into 
her ear as she hung out washing. "All I could hear was a terrible 
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Kirlrtcy tl1ieves 
l1it l��tngalore 

POLICE in ·aangalore. claim to tiave uncov­
ered <1 major racket in human kidneys des­
tined for patients from the Middle East and 
the Far East. Several people claim that their 
kidneys were removed without their con­
sent, •lr that they were never paid what 
they had been promised for their organs. 

According to the police commissioner of 
Bangalore, the racketeers may have re­
move(' kidneys from more than a thousand 
peoplf: over the past two years. But 
Samiran Nundy, a surgeon and editor of the 
Natioual Medical Journal of India, says these 
claims "seem exaggerated". So far, the ; 
police have only released details of 21 : 
complaints, all from people living in the ' 
Salem and Beriyar districts of Tamil Nadu. · 

Four people have been charged with 
fraud and extortion, including a private 
doctor called Sayed Adil and K. S. 
Siddaraju, who is head of nephrology at i 
V ictoria Hospital and a consultant at 
Yellat�·tma Dasappa Hospital, a private 
hospital in Bangalore. The two others, 
Moh11mmed Hanif and a man called Yusuf, 
are bt!lieved to have recruited "donors". 

The story emerged after a 28-year-old 
labourer called Velu visited his doctor and 
was toto that one ktdney had been 
removed. Velu recalled that he had gone to 
Bangalore, where he had been promised a i 
job by Yusuf. He says he was lured to I 
hospital and drugged. Velu claims that : 
when he awoke he was told that he had fallen 
over and had needed an operation. He was 
eventually given 5000 rupees (nearly £100). 

The kidneys are thought to have been 
transplanted into people from the Middle 
East, especially Saudi Arabia, and the Far : 
East. India has emerged as a centre for 
trade in human organs, and money is 
thougltt to change hands in almost 75 per 
cent (If kidney transplants. But this may 
change. Last week, the Transplantation of 
Human Organs Act come into force. It 
prohihits all commercial trading and allows 
organ) to be removed only for therapeutic 
purpcses. Sanjay Kumar, Delhi 

THE PRACTICE of shooting birds into jet 
engines, discussed here on 1 April (the date 
was coincidental), is in fact well established· 
and has been employed In many other 
countries besides Australia, including 
Britain, K. R. Brian writes to tell us. 

We are also infonned by a friend that 
the technique has spawned a series of 

apocryphal tales that surely qualify as 
another urban myth. Here is the version 
told about British Rail's late and unla­
mented Advanced Passenger Train. 

When the APT was being tested in the 
late 1970s, the story goes, the engineers 
decided to investigate how tough the glass 
in the driver's cab should be. They wanted 
to know what effects a collision with a 
migrating duck might have on a train trav­
elling at 150 miles per hour. So they hired 
a dead-bird-firing facility from an aircraft 
testing site and put a mock-up of the APT 
cab in the firing line. They set the firing 
speed to 150 mph and launched the bird. 

The result was stunning: the bird went �hrough the windscreen and straight 
hrough the metal bulkhead behind it. The 
azed engineers began to analyse their 

I 

data: how thick would the windscreen have 
to be to withstand this, they wondered. 
They called in an expert. 

The expert took one look at the data and 
another at the devastated cab and asked 
what they had used as ammunition. 

"There weren't any dead ducks around, 
so we used a chicken," came the reply. 
"Urn ... do you think we should have de­
frosted it first?" 

DEAD geese were fired 
at 300 mph from a 
special cannon at the 
engines of Boeing•s new 
superjets to prove that 
they can withstand 
'birdstrike'. •••· Flight 

testing was suspended 

five weeks ago when the 

engine wobbled as the 

birds hit it. 

The Mail on Sunday, July 9, 1995 

• i 

cruching noise," she said, before doctors at a hospital in Stockport, 

Manchester, flushed it out alive with a syringe. The dream aspect is 

interesting and how was it decided the washing action figured in the 

earwig�s bodily contamination? <D St3r, D Sport, 21/7/94>. 
There was also ex-miner Fred Jones, 01 Wtexn3m, North Wales, who was 

deaf for 20 years until his doctor peered down his lughole and pulled 

out a lump of coal <Sun. 3/12/94>. 
Less likely is the tale of farmer Enzo Parlato, who had been deaf in 

his right ear until he went to a specialist in Sienna, Italy, who 

removed the remains of a rolled-up bus ticket stuck in the ear since 

childhood <D Sport, 8/11/94>. 

Bever, generally, trust bag snatch stories, but Xrs Pat XcGillivray, 

of Carlsbrooke, Isle of �ight, had her carrier grabbed from outside the 

Argos store in Gunville. "It restores your faith in natural justice,• 

she said, for the bag contained the fresh droppings of Vhisky, her west 

Highland terrier, which had just been caught short <D Star, 23/12/94, 
Weekend �elegraph, 14/l/95>. Funny how this common tale is often about 

the snatch of a urine sample bottle mistaken for one containing 

whisky. 

• • • 

·;PE·T,·tM� O·U , .. : : ��: t•:.;,; 
�-� . · .. :: ���� . . . 

AIN�T . . HAD MEAD�� LIKE 
}THIS� , SIR··; .. I 
Lout$ corg•l AN ELDERLY coupie o� hol.lday I� 

• .Bangkok were delighted when a • d .. waiter took their thirsty pet dog 
IS roaste !�om their table. .. . .  -·.-· ;_.. ,. . . 

. . · l - Frank and Loulse Bacon beUeved the 

DAl y SP(IIT 
- ·· " ·--- · 

�
unr man bad taken Castro 

Tuesday, Mardl1� �-; . :n��e��p�lac·� their 

• 
orde r for what they belleved 
was roast duck. - . 1 
P'r�r�d ·���:. · ��

n
t��i 

Wellington, New Ze aland,! 
Our "OA Pea" cutting - reproduced - certainly 

has all the hallmarks of fabrication CD Sport, 
�) 

���= ��:f�� rtuse s· 
But when their meal arrived,! 

Loulse collapsed and Frank 
broke down.. . . . : 1 

• • • • 

And never mind that the tale is replete with 
names and detail, we don't give much credence 
to the latest Thai pet horror retelling - also 
reproduced CD Sport, 14/3195> 

For there on the plau wa.s ., 
�roast tono of c.stro i surrounded br moun!U of rlu 
and bamboo shoot& 1 IO�uu�·t .��� �: 
both thought th! younr man 
bad taken Castro for a drink." 
la �op�e

e:�
ln�!;.� sa�d�� 

thourht the co�:1=
ted the 

animAl cook� .. ·StY
,
l!'·� i 
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8 Newspaper 
OITEN part of my 
day job Is to select 
what does or 
doesn't - appear in 
a regional newspa­
per from the selec­
tion available from 
the Press Associa­
tion's world wide 
coverage. Stories 
folkloric, Fortean 
or folklife-oriented 
generally get selec ­
ted by me. News edi-
tors and sub-
edi tors' whi ms 
therefore shape the 
contents their read­
ers find before 
them. 

In FF 2l I proposed a 
survey of what I reck­
oned were 40 recurring 
themes common to news­
papers over the w hole 
spectru m  of the Press. 
The 1991 col lection was 
no disa p p oi n t m ent. 
Some quite facile nibs 
(news 111 briefs) as we 
call  them are really 
loved by journalists -
such as quite m u ndane 
lorry spillages or· a n y  
sto len  goods which 
could be harmful (conta­
minations a specia lly). 
People's names which fit 
their occu pations also 
(as beloverl by the TV 
show That's Life, whose 
obsession with examJ?Ies 
from the vegetable lung­
dom which have a simu­
l acra with genitalia 
per h a ps refl ects the 
mood of the couch pota­
to nation. 

But enough of jestin�; 
down to the analysis, 1f 
that is what we meant to 
have arrived at eventual­
ly, past halfway into  
1995. ntame leaves on 
the brain. 

Fillers • 

A survey 
Attention! The totals 

are arrived at by indi­
vid ual events and dis­
cou nt repetition across 
the media. You may 
want to refer back to 
F F 21 for the 40 num­
bered categories. Set out 
t h ose n u m bers begin 
each item. There is then 
a rough survey of each, 
followed by the total 
number of cases col lec­
ted from the media. As 
no readers specifically 
cared to send examples 
(I  wonder whr I bother 
with this at times) it is 
not being monitored in 
1995 for comparison (as 
Fortean Times is doing 
with its main categor­
ies). Here goes: 

1. JOBSWORTH. Fit­
ting or ironic names of 
people's occupations. Si­
milar or variants such 
as locations. From flash­
er Peter O'Toole to slim­
mer Fred Weight, from 
knickers makers o f  
Broadbottom t o  knick­
ers thief from Undy,  
there was a bumper crop 
(53). 

2. LORRY SH E DS 
LOAD. Journalistic fas­
cination with this seems 
almost pathological. Ex­
am ples of cargoes depo­
sited on roads in 1994 
which were su pposedly 
interesting or funny in­
cl uded treated human 
waste, 16 tons of Carls­
berg Special, glue 
(twice) and 17 tons of 
squid (18). 

3. LONG POST D E ­
LAY. Knock the Royal 
Mail time. Letters deli­
vered after having been 
posted in 1918, 1942, 
1963, 1964, 1972 and 
1987. Let's do the Time­
warp again ... ( 6). 

4. QUICK POST. Deli­
vered after posting both 
in 15 minutes, allegedly 
(2). 

5. M U LTIPLE TIP­
P L E .  When pregnancies 
are b lamed on a fluid or 
object. Includes Black­
pool's The Big One roll­
ercoaster, checkout 14 
and three cases blaming 
beer(ll). 

6. PRE GNANT MID­
WIVES. Only two cases: 
Leicester and Living­
ston, but in each case 18 
pregnant midwives are 
specified (2). 

7. The Op OR lp BILL 
OR DEMAND. My mo­
ther died last year and I 
received a council tax let­
ter saying we did not 
have to pay Op, which I 
think may have in such 
cases intluenced some re­
ports here of supposed 
bills or demands (7). 

8. U NE XP E C T E D  
BABY. Somewhere in 
my files I have an arti­
cle where. a gynae�ol?­
gist explams how 1t Is 
easy to �o a full r;>reg­
nancy without realising 
a baby's on the way. 
1994 attacks of wind 
and cramp provided .. .  
(5). 

What went on in 1994 

9. EMPLOYEE's RE­
VENGE OR MISCHIEF. 
A personal favourite. A 
mystery Scottish worker 
b lamed bosses south of 
the border for closing a 
pla nt a n d  sta m ped 
FUCK THE ENGLISH on 
the lids of Crofters M us­
tard Piccalilli. Else­
where an angry 
machinist urinated in 
co l l eagues coffee pot. 
Disappointing total to 
say tl1e least (2). 

"Good grief! You're right- it 
IS Radio One!" 

10 DUBIOUS TRANS­
M ISSIONS. I've written 
no fewer than four arti­
c les on this topic and 
1994 didn't let me down. 
Ranging fror� the. whale 
fil m  Free Wtlly mstead 
showing lesbian romps, 
C h in ese p r a n k sters 
switching h ard core sex 
for a soap opera (in 
fact, most tales were sex 
oriented) to car phones 
triggering inflatable air­
ba�s. Three involved re­
ligiOn (15). 

11. PISSED AS A 
N EW T . Dru n k  or drug­
ged wildlife tales per­
haps a ppea l as they 
m a ke us l ess g ui l ty 
about beha vioural mis­
demea n ours. Ra n gi n g  
from elephants given am­
p hetamines to ma ke 
them work faster, hard­
er and longer to a rat­
arsed ferret. traces of co­
caine were fou nd in the 
mouths of 32 racehorses 
in l l linois and led to the 
introduction o( mand�-

tory pre-race saliva tests 
there - but then . don't 
all horses snort (16). 

12. AUCTION EMBAR­
RASSMENT . John Ma­
jor appeared four times: 
a jar of pickled on ions 
raised £40 - eight times 
more than the Prime 
Minister's sig ned pic­
ture; a pen of his ra1sed 
£13 - while a Manches­
ter U nited shirt raised 
£500; a discarded pen 
got no bids - Trevor 
McDonald's tie went for 
£15; a blue M ajor tie 
raised £90 -· a red Ton y 
Blair tie went for £125. 
Another Tony Blair tie 
raised £5 for Heighing­
ton parish sch urch (na­
tional papers claimed it 
was in aid of Darling­
ton Conservative Asso-
ciation) .  A Cindv 

,;;tl ' I 

Crawford bikini raised 
£880 - five times less 
that President Miller­
and's black hat (7). 

13. BIZARRE NAME 
FOR CHILD . A friend of 
mine was christened 
Brenda as she was con­
ceived on the back seat 
of a car parked in Bren­
da Road. Common var­
iants are kids named 
a fter sporting heroes or 
squads, but more outrag­
eous are the Beers who 
cal led their son Bott led; 
two different gir l s  
na med Porsche (stories 
four days apart); Louise 
Singer's son Jazz; A man­
da Day's son A l fee Zipa­
deedoodah.  Ha n g  on, 
this is getting sil l y. And 
to think mine are la n 
and Kat.hryn ( 20). 

14 SHARED HONEY­
MOON, Cou ples joined 
by 23, 28 and 38 others; 

9 
and case of �irl who ad­
ded the photographer to 
capture their roma ntic 
trip to Venice (4). 

15 SOGGY MOGGY. 
One of those true hap­
penings sometimes trea­
ted as an urban m y t h  . 
fi'or God's sniH�. cats arc 
inquisitive and do like 
to snug�le into such 
places. Plenty of case in  
past. but (1). 

16 AWADAY MOG­
G Y .  Their inquisitive­
ness a lso leads to them 
fal ling asleep in various 
bits of cars nnd gelling 
a journey they did n't 
anticipate . Vana n t  was 
a mec hanic finding a 
baby rabbit in a car en­
gine (10). 

17 LA YED OFF. 
Bird's nest in stra nge 
place, often leading to 
work postponed - some­
times su perstition quo­
ted (4). 

18 FOOD CONTAMI­
NATION. Maybe my clip­
pi ngs instinct had a 
blind spot. t h o u g h  
there's a ra t 's tail i n  
Safeway I ndia n pic k le 
(1). 

19 CRIME CONTAMI­
NATION. Er (0). 

20 TllOPJCAL WILD­
LIFE FIND . There's a 
spider in a banana and 
an Asian rat snake in a 
Chi ncse-made garde n 
gnome (2). 

21, H U NT E D'S RE­
VENG E .  Provenance of 
rural belief ta le terri­
tory often hijacked by 
Forteanan. A clear ex­
ample was the man who 
san k  his boat w hen a 
home-made bomb to stun 
fish blew up as soon as 
he lobbed it over the 
side. However, m y  fa­
vourite was a long ta le, 
the gist of which being 
that a teenage girl went 
behind a bush to relieve 
herself after a party and 
was shot dead by a hun­
ter who mistook here for 
a deer (5). 

22. SEX DRIVE. A cou­
ple bon king on a river 
slipway rocked t he body­
work so much that thP. 
h a n d hrake sna pp e d . 
You know the reast (1). 



10 2:1. .JUMBLE IiOR­
ROIL Where vnlunhle 
pcrsonnl possessi01_1 is  
sold in error. Agalll n 
poor year (0). 

24 IIEHB ALPERT. 
Wid«'-rant�in� llwnw of 
music: played to doler 
wildlif� or increns!' fcr­
lililv. l l«'s O'Connor rc­
corcls In fright�n foxes 
and scnrc fish, Chuck Be­
rry lo stop whn les h it­
ting yncht, kill�r whnle 
recordings to scare seals 
.. .. hut from 1995 I like 
the banana plant hom­
banled wit h reggae mu ­
sic for a week to produce 
its first fruit. Day ay at 
0! (12). 

25. CRAZY ADULT 
NAME. Echoing cate 
gory 13, a teenage 
called Parking Garage 
McAIIister by h is par­
ents in New Zealand he­
cause he was conceived 
in a garage, changed 
h is name to .... George. 
A boozer changed h is 
nam� legally to Scrump 
E Cider, but my favour­
ite was Monty Python 
fnn Two Sheds Luxury 
Yacht Palang Patnng 
Biscuit Barrel Commun­
ity Cnrc Over The Top 
J<ickson. Also echoing 
13, Garry l>oda changed 
his middle name Eugene 
to h�come G Zippidy 
IJodn. Ami lastly, stu­
dent Peter Eastman 
changed h is name to 
Trout Fishing in Ameri­
ca as a tribute to aut hor 
Hichanl Brautigan. llis 
dad sa id: ''I'm glad his 
favourite book wasn't 
Sex and the Single 
Cirl." Which reminds 
me of an American 
called Craig E Quick 
who chnng<'d his sur­
name to (�uicksilver in 
honour of  my hook 
(�uicllsilvt�r Heritage. 
No lie (19). 

26 HIWIVAI.ISM. Fire 
crews revived a hamster 
with the kiss of life alll'r 
a house fire and when 
names burst a gold ­
fish's lanl< il was resus­
citated somehow (2). 

27. BABY CAH.JACK. 
Car stolPn with bahy in-

s ide. Only one 
corded, plus pet rat and 
two days apart rottwei­
ler, but locations i n  
Kent given a s  Rochester 
and G i l l ingham though 
sim ilar (3 or 4). 

28 HONEYMOON RE­
TUilN SHOCK. Return 
to f ind 80 garden 
gnomes stuck to house; 
garden with pond in liv­
ing room; house painted 
l i ke Mr B lobby; house 
painted pink (4). 

29 COFFIN BOUT . For­
lean favourite of mista­
kenly declared dead (5). 

3 0. 
HUO E AWAJ{EN­

ING. Sleeping beauty 
syndrome .  Gl a d i ators 
Jet and Shadow separa­
tely, but if I was unc�:m­
scious and Cornoatwn 
Street's L i z  Dawn 
hrou�ht me ou t of n 
coma I'd be templed to 
pretend to be sti l l  in i t  
(6 ). 

CREATING a golfing legend 
was the last thing on Mark 

. Brocklehurst's mind. 
He was concentrating on the sad 

task ahead - to carry out his 13-
vear-old rather's last wish for his 
ashes to be scattered across the 
I I th green. scene or his one and 
only hole-in-one. 

Solemnly. Mark packed the casket 
of ashes with his clubs and decided to 
play a round as he walked to the 
sacred spot. 

Spooky 
And on the same IIth green he 

scored • . .  his first hole-in-one. 
"/t u-as spookv to sav tlte least.·· 
3 1 - .l 't'IIT·old ,\ lark said J'f!Sierda.v. 
"Sometme up tlrere in tlrat grl!at 
d11blwuse in tire skv must /rave 
been Ire/pin.!( ml! ortt:" 
The story ha5 already passed into 

immortality at the Royal Liverpool 
Golf Club. Hovlake. Wi�r.�l. 

Mark. who has a handicap of eight, 
say� he hit an unremarkable shot with a 
six oron on the par three eleventh. 

The 170-vard hole. nicknamed "The 
Alps". is flanked by sand dunes and 
hunken. Salesman Mark said: "lt was 
only an average shot. I 
could see it was flying to­
wards the green but it went 
out of my sight. 

"lt w;JS other players on 
the course who told me the 
shot had holed in one. 

�p�y shot by Mark as 
he scatters dad's ashes 

"Apparently it hit a 
bank. bounced on to the 
green and trickled into the 
hole. 

"I'm not really religious. 
but I can only think that 
mv father must have bttn 
looking down on me when 
I teed off. Golf was very 
dear to him." 

His mother Hilary said: 

"We don't want to jump to 
conclusions about mes­
sages from the other side 
but it is rather cn:cpv that 
Mark should score has first 
hole-in-one in this way. 

"lt sends a chill down 
the spine when you think 
about it. 

"John would certainly 

have had a chuckle about 
it and bttn verv pleased 
for Mark that he linally got 
a hole-in-one." 

Gulf club se c r e t a r y  
Group Capt Christopher 
Moore confirmed that 
Mark's hole-in-one had 
been independently wit­
nessed. He said: " it's cer-

t:Unly a very nice coincid­ence." · 

e The family are 

��tn�:Jci��n����� 
side Golf as their motto: 
Jiou· Jtraudll it jlew. huw 

lunx uth· .. ·. 
lt dearil tht' nllll' track 
And suaring, di;appt'art'd 

frum 1·iew 
Be.mnd the bunker's back • 
A glorimlf. satling. baund­

ingdm·t' 
That made mt' glad I .,·as 

ali•·e." 
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:n HICK O'SIIEA. llui­

IP.t clellectPd bv bra (two . 
CllSf!S) nnd wlicrc n bul­
let shot at an FBI agent 
stuck in his own gun 
barrel, supposedly (3). 

:1:1. ( ; ( )  TO m�AZES. 
FirP.nHtn gets call to 
blaze at his own home 
plus variants of other 
nasty synchonicitics. 
Same newspaper, same 
day. same page even had 
a fireman dashing to a 
blaze and finding his 
wife was a human torch 
and a doctor discover­
ing a hNlrt attack vic­
tim was her husband 
(6). 

34 FORTUNE TELL­
ER. ScruO"y or reclusive 
pensioner who leaves for­
tunc in will (6 ) .. 

:i5. ICE FALL. An-
other Fortcan favourite, 
the allegecl urine block 
from aircraft toilet (6 ). 

"If you loved me, Erto, 
you wouldn't want me 
to marry a drip like 

you." 
3 6  NOVEL MARRI­

AGE PHOPOSAL. You 
could write a hool< on 
this vcar's lot alotH'. 
Yawn.· By fax. on K i 1-
roy, neon banner. tat­
too. Yawn again (50). 

3 7. INCONVE-
N IENCE . In the past 
th<•re were rates de­
llHltHis SPill to public con­
veniences or ccmPtPrics; 
���H only managed olli­
cials posting a copy of 
their council ncwsiPttcr 
to " hus shelter in Biccs­
ter. Ox on (I). 

:\ n c 11 o os v 
Till EVES. Valuables 
left hut Christmas tree 
taken; motorcycles left 

IMY NIPPLE STOPPED 
MUGGER'S BULLET! 

but all ignition keys sto­
len; newsagent's strip­
ped of cigarettes but 
Embassy Hcgals left be­
hind; Phil Collins, Meat 
Loaf, U2 records left hut 
Gary Glitter collection 
stolen (4). 

:19 ROOKIE PILOT, Pi­
lot has heart attack and 
lands safely (0). 

40. MESSAGE IN A 
llOT TL E. The Hartle­
pool Mail had two local 
ones: journalist who as 
child threw a bottle into 
the sea here in Seaton 
Carew on August 8, 
I 939, and nearly 55 
years later it washed 
ashore in Norfolk; pupil 
for school project on 
tides floated hers off 
and received a reply ten 
months later from Swe­
den. Probably there will 
be many more in the re­
gional press. Prom 1995 
comes an item too good 
to miss. Teenager Jose 
Alturra put a message 
in a bottle and dropped 
it into the Medilerra­
nPan near his home in 
malaga. But in landed 
him in jail for 24 hours 

for littering. The bottle 
washed up on a beach 
just along the Costa del 
Sol three clays later an� 

was handed to a patrol­
ling cop - who found the 
18-year-old's name and 
address inside (D Sport, 
11/5/95) (9). 

And lastJy, The Sun 
for 20/6/94 managed 
tales on eight bal<ery 
�iris with human buns 
111 the oven, a tax inspec­
tor called Darren Gree­
dy an<l a threat to cut 
off electricity unless a 
bill for £0.00 was paid. 

So there it is. Do we 
need to draw any conclu­
sions? Doubtless the sta­
tistic that novel 
proposals comes second 
highest might be con­
strued as suggesting 
that marriage is still 
customary, whereas wed­
lock seems a bygone ha­
bit by and large. Or that 
as a nation we are obses­
sed with people's names, 
golfing nooks, the inade­
quacies of hauliers, are 
awash with pornogra­
phic videos, and we are 
in no small measure ar­
ranging auctions to em­
ban·ass John Major, 
indeed. Oh yes! 

Well. it wns nil prob­
ably a meaningless exer­
c i s e .  C e r e b r a l l y  
randomly incontinently. 

• 
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No Nix Hypnotrix 
ff®UfkJ®fk®@[fJ(JJ)� �by Mick Goss 

Lead ing cont e nder for Ma s c u l i n e  Ro le Model of 1995: Arcadio 
Jave r ,  brickl ayer , f rom H iguey , Domin ican Republ i c. 
Ach i evement : s u b l ime excu s e  given to wife for having to have a 
lOO-watt l ight -bu lb removed f rom h i s  rectum. 

Mmm . Tricky s ituat ion. Obviou s l y the poor guy could hardly 
hope h i s  wif e  wou ldn ' t  notice s omething l i ke that. So Arcadio , 
dubbed "ki n ky bricklayer" a nd "S icko" in the report I'm taking 
t h i s  f rom , p l eaded ignorance o f  a sort ( i n s o f a r  as he cou ldn ' t  
remember how t h e  b u l b  c am� to get there) p l u s  dimi n i s hed 
re spons ibi l ity ( inasmu c h  a s  h e  could rec a l l  a little o f  the 
events l eading up to i t s  i n s ertion).He told h i s  wi f e  he ' d  b e e n  
put i n  a trance by a hypno t i s t  at h i s  loc a l  c l ub - had b e e n  
i n s t ru cted to bel ieve h e  wa s Thoma s E d i s o n  - h a d  been made to 
demo n s trate pub l i c ly whether he was AC or DC. With the l ight­
bu lb. 

" ' Everyt h i ng i s  misty a f t e r that , ' "  he pleaded. Probably j u s t  
a s  we l l. There a r e  s ome t h ings , P ro f e s sor , which w e  a r e  not 
meant to see ... 

Wi f e  had a f a r  mo re s imp l e  exp l anat ion. She b e l ieved Arcadio 
had been on o n e  o f  h i s  two -week drink ing binges with a 
transvest i t e  c a l led Mar i a , on which occas ions they wou ld " ' get 
up to all s or t s . ' N  H e r  last comment - and the report ' s ­
r e l a t ed to t h e  fact s h e  was d ivo rcing him : " ' H e can s t i c k  that 
up h i s  arse. ' "  

A l l  t h e  wor ld loves a l ia r , a s  long a s  ( s)he can come up w i t h  
s u f f i c i ent ly daring l i e s .  I admire Arcadio ' s  imaginat ion , h i s  
panache. I a l s o  l i k e  t h e  w a y  the j ourna l i s t  t h rows i n  thos e 
l it t l e  deta i l s  that make or break a s tory. Like the l ight-bu l b  
b e i ng lOO wat t s  ( as i f  t h e  wattage made a d i f f erenc e) o r  t h e  
fact it was removed by surgeons ( t hus ru l i ng out a ny 
pos s ibil ity that the reader wou l d  suppo s e  they ' d  cal l ed in a 
t eam o f  deep s ea divers , l aundromat ma nagers o r  carpet l ayer s). 
Not so sure about the Thomas Edi s o n , however. It s ounds a b i t  
l earned f o r  a s tage hyp no - s how. There aga i n , m a k i n g  Aracdio 
think h e  wa s E lv i s  Pre s l ey wou ldn ' t  have contr ibut ed as muc h  
to t h e  l ight-bulb s c e na rio. 

I had this s to ry f rom you r  edito r , Pau l S c reeto n , who got it 
f rom the Daily Sport o f  14 March 1995. I ' ve had a lot o f  good 
hypno-materia l f rom Pau l over the l a s t  year , a l l  o f  which h a s  
been added to a co l l ect i o n  t h a t  I ' ve b e e n  k e e p i n g  f o r  - o h , 
God! nearly a quarter o f  a century now. ( I  a l s o  c o l l ect 
G u i n n e s s  can s , but that ' s  another matter a nd not o n e  that ' d  
i n t e r e s t  you). My ju s t i f ication , o f  cours e, i s  that i t  i s  a l l  
Res earch. Privat e ly , I admit that I pres e rve it f o r  t h e  s a ke 
o f  p r e s erving it. I o n c e  foo l ed with the idea of u s i ng s ome o f  
The Material f o r  a book provi s io na l l y entit l ed, "The Lighter 
Side of Hypnosis", w h i c h  wou ld have doubt l e s s  been a runaway 
inte rnational b e s t s e l l e r  except t hat I never wrote it.Like my 
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p l a n  to s tart a s a t i r i c a l  maga z i ne ca l l ed Wa ste Di sposal 
Sta t i sti cs tor the Ukra ine 1 9 4 7 " . the idea went nowhere . But I 
s t i l l  have a l l  The Materia l .  

With s ome ef fort I ' ve nearly cured mys e l f  o f  a tendency to 
pronounce the dread phra s e , ' u rba n l egend ' whenever I come 
upon s omet h i ng s l ight ly dubious i n  the newspapers . Had I not 
done s o , I wou ld c e rta i n l y  have c a l l ed t h i s  D . Sport s tory an 
urban l egend . 

As you ' l l be aware , there are s everal equa l ly d i s gu s t ing 
legends wherein an alien object h a s  to be surgi cally removed 
f rom s ome u n f ortunate ' s  rectal regions . A l l  too o f t e n  the 
a l i e n  object i s  a hams ter or gerb i l , upon wh ich I ' ve no 
comment to make . As far as the hypnos i s  angle goes , t h e  s tory 
re lates to a number o f  report s which c l a im to be veritab l e , 
rea l - l i f e  events ( a nd for ' events ' ,  read ' mi shaps ' )  but which 
f r equ ently r e s emb l e  cautionary t a l e s . Their mes � age i s  that 
hypno s i s  mu s t  be a n  awe s ome , awf u l  power ,  e s pec�a l ly the 
s tage - s how vari ety . Along with wh i c h  we l e a rn t hat peop l e  who 
expo s e  thems e lves to it u ndergo awes ome , awf u l  exper i e nc e s . 

The mo s t  pat ently- caut ionary ( and a l so · th e  mo s t  credib l e ) 
concern vo l u nteers who s u f fer s ome kind o f  adver s e  e f f ects 
f rom t h e i r  par t ic ipation in the s how . Like the disc j ockey who 
wa s l e f t  t e r r i f ied at any ment ion o f  the Pope becau s e  he ' d  
been t o ld i n  trance that H i s  H o l i n e s s  wa s up at t h e  bar having 
a drink and he mu s t n ' t  divulge t h i s  t e r r ib l e  s ecret to anyone: 
acc ord i ng to The Sun o f  2 January 1995, h e  wa s o f f  work with 
depres s ion . ( The d i s c  j oc key , not t h e  Pope ) . In other s , the 
hypnot i s t ' s  o n - s tage s u gge s t ion i s n ' t . pr�perly

,
cance l l e� . The 

s u b j ect in cons equence goes arou nd t h � n k�ng he s l o s t  h�s 
b e l ly-button or f a l l s  as le ep dramat i c a l l y or �angerou s ly �hen 
t h e  • tr igger ' u s ed to induce trance crops up �n conversat �on 
or on the rad io . 

Then you have t h e  vo l u nteers who don ' t  wake up when t hey ' re 
told to and the no n-vol unteers who go to s l eep when t h ey ' re 
not suppo s ed to - are hypnot i z ed a c c identa l ly ,  as it were . 
S ome go u nder me r e l y  by watching � TV s how �n which s �mebody 
is be ing hypnot i z ed . No rma l ly ,  t h � s  s hou ldn t happe n  � n  
Brita i n · T V  doe s n ' t  s how t h e  f u l l  indu ction -proc e s s  ( though 
you som�t imes see j u s t  a sma l l  part of i t ) pu rely to ru l e  out 
t h i s  r i s k . Notwithstanding,  2 7 -year- o ld Torbay roadsweeper 
Rick King c l aimed he ' d  been l e f t  pro s trate by watching a 
hypno - s cene in the TV com�dy " Bras s "  ( S .  Mi rro:: 2 2  May 198 3 )  
and pens ioner Albert Cund� l l  wa s c u red o f  smok�ng a f t e r  58 . 
pipe- s u cking year s as a re s u l t  of TV programme on t h a t  top�c 
( Da i ly Express 16 Ju ly 198 1 ) . The prob lem wa s that A lbert 
h adn ' t  wanted to give up smoking . 

The b e s t  stories in my col lection are a s t ep removed f rom what 
you might ca l l  ' t estable rea l ity ' . They tak� � lace i n  foreign 
part s which exi s t  ( obviou s ly ! )  but are s u f f �c � ent ly r emot e  for 
u s  not to be able to check the s tory if we wanted to , wh i c h  
mo s t  o f  us  don ' t .  They have charact e r s  who sound as i f  t hey 
exi s t , but might not . And they are s t rong in the h�mou r  
department . F o r  one thing , it i s n ' t  a lways t h e  subJ ect who 

s u f f e r s . The two which f o l low come f rom George Edwa rds ' s  ' I t ' s  
A Funny Old Wor ld ' co l umn in The News of the World, which may 
or may not be s ign i f icant . At the very l e a s t  that h eading 
t e l l s  u s  how they ' re mea nt to be taken . 

NoW 12 Ma rch 1 97 8 :  b u l lying S i c i l ian husba nd Pao l o  treated h i s  
w i f e  Car l a  l i ke a a s l ave and h i t  h e r  at t he l e a s t  s i gn o f  
di s s ent . At t h e  urging o f  her fami ly , s he went to a hypno t i s t  
to ga i n  some s e l f - con f idence . T h e  treatment c l ea r l y  worked . 
The n ext t ime Pao l o  ordered her to perform s ome men i a l  tas k ,  
C a r l a  f loored him . After a f ew repeats - and i n  Pao l o ' s  ca s e ,  
a f ew more d e f eats - the marriage headed f or divor c e . Pao l o  
w a s  s a id to b e  p l a n n i ng to s u e  t h e  hypnot i s t . 

NoW 2 7  Novembe r  197 7 :  Dent i s t ' s  wi f e  Miche l l e  B e rn a rd was 
proud of the f a ct that her hu sband u s ed hypno s i s i n s tead o f  
conve ntional anaesthet i c s . I n  fact , s h e  wa s t h e  o n e  who 
s u gge s t ed that he experime nted with a tape - recorder . Hu sband 
Jean B ernard did j u s t  that and soon di s covered the advantages 
o f  home tapin g . He cou ld make recordings to p l ay his pat ient s , 
hypno t i z ing t h em without having to go through t h e  u s u a l  
t ediou s voc a l  i ndu ction proc edu res over a n d  over aga i n . He 
c o u l d  also make tapes o f  h ims e l f  and h i s  recept ion i s t  having 
s e x , which they bot h  f ound . . .  excit ing . Nat u ra l ly ,  h e  omitted 
to mention t h e  s econd app l i cation of t h e  tape-ma c h i n e  to h i s  
wi f e . One d a y  f r iends o f  Mrne . Ars.ac expres s ed s ome s c eptic ism 
about her h u s band ' s  hypno-dentis try . To convi n c e  t h em ,  she 
f etched a tape from the su rge ry and pl ayed it to t h em . She got 
t h e  wrong tape , of cours e . 

Hypno s i s i s  a very s er iou s bu s i nes s ,  we ' re a l l  agr e ed on that . 
Even t h e  stage hypnot i s t s  say so and their bu s i n e s s , c h i e f l y ,  
i s  concerned with making hypno s i s  look t h e  opposite o f  
s er i ou s . 

( At th i s  point I originally intended to feature a solemn 
paragraph expatiati ng upon the va st therapeuti c jsoci aljself­
correcti ve jmind-expanding/motivational /li fe-enhancing 
appli cations of hypnosi s . On second thoughts , I can ' t  be 
bothered . Do not,  however, think tor a moment that I am 
s cepti cal about the power of h ypnos i s  to change and /or enh ance 
a person ' s  li fe . I believe in that power absolutely . For 
example , i t ' s  turned Paul McKenna into a mi lliona ire). 

I n  popu l a r  c u l ture and iconography , t hough , t h e s e  wond e rf u l  
app l ications c a n  b e  redu c ed t o  a f ew bas ic catego r i e s . 
According to t hem , hypno s i s is a l l  about: 

* mak i n g  peop l e  do a l l  manner o f  s i l ly t hings they 
wou ldn ' t  do , not eve r ! i f  they weren ' t  hypnot i z ed ; 

* making peop l e  commit c r imes ; 

* mak i n g  women get t h e i r  kit o f f ; 

* ditto , but you a l s o  get them to have s ex when t h e i r  
kit ' s  o f f . 
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Now , t h i s  is f o l k l o ri c , or so I l i ke to t h i n k .  I t ' s  f o l k loric · 
becau s e  what appeals to many peop l e  is not what hypnos i s  
rea l l y i s  or might be , b u t  what t h ey ' d  l i ke it t o  be . T h i s  i s  
what t h e  stories give them . And t h ey contain that important 
ingredient o f  contemporary l egend , the Mo ra l that you can 
ignor e  if you f e e l  i n c l ined to ignore it . Aga i n , urban l egends 
exp l o i t  our f ondn e s s  for expe rts who get it wrong; t h ey play 
w i t h  what Thomas Hardy c a l l ed l i f e ' s  l it t l e  ironies , th i ngs 
wh i c h  ought to develop a l ong predict ed l i n e s  but s hoot off in 
comp l et e ly d i f f erent directio n s . Ju s t  a s  t hey do in the 
s to r i e s  I j u s t  summa r i s ed . Fina l l y ,  wh i l e  t h e  newspaper 
art i c l e s  I ' ve me ntioned may we l l  be true reports o f  actual 
even t s , t hey are made to sound l i k e  . . .  urban l egends . 

Some how t h i s  art i c l e  has become more t ho u ght f u l  than I 
i n t e nded it to be . Perhaps t h i s  a l i t t l e  cartoon ( agai n  
courtesy o f  Pau l S creeton ) wi l l  p u t  that r ight . But you k now , 
even t h e s e  f ew w h i r l s  o f  the a r t i s t ' s  p e n  gives a s t r i c t l y  
popu l a r  view o f  hypno s i s ? 

•t . .._.. know 
wNell I fen 

_ . .  , . � ,  . ., , . , , . : :.��-� I;�:: ::s=;�;;:;;:::::-. 
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I n  hypno-cartoo n s , t h e  f ema l e  s u b j e c t  ( or victim ) is always 
attract ive . She may not a lways have b londe hair , but s h e  
a lways h a s  big breast s .  This o n e  c e r t a i n l y  does . 

The hypn o t i s t  is a lways dark and s e edy . H e  i s  probably given 
devi l i s h ly - c u r l ed eyebrows a nd typ i c a l ly h e  wear s  a s ma l l  
devi l i s h  mou s tache . I s uspect that cartoo n i s t s  base t h i s  
c haracter on a s o r t  o f  downmarket David Nive n . ( Who , 
i n t e r e4 s t i ng l y , p l ayed a hypno t i s t -magician in "Eternally 
Yours H ,  d u r i ng t h e  course of w h i c h  q u i t e  irnrnernrnorab l e  movie h e  
hypn o t i z ed Loretta You ng ) . N o t e  a l s o  h o w  we are l e f t  i n  n o  
doubt a s  to the f a c t  t h e  m a n  i n  t h e  cartoon ' s  a hypno t i s t  ( and 
a l s o that h e ' s  cal l ed Joe ) . He goe s  a rou nd with a s u i t c a s e  
that says s o . I suppo s e  a l l  hypnot i s t s  do that . Fina l l y ,  
l ite rary s tudents wi l l  appreciate how t h e  words on t h e  
s u i t ca s e  impos e  a n  ironic interpretation on t h e  capt i o n . We 
k now t h e  tru t h ;  t h e  woma n does n ' t .  Reminds me o f  near­
iden t i ca l c a rtoon o f  c . 1969 whe r e  the heroine s l ips b l it h e ly 
into bed with t h e  remark : " ' After the way I scoffed at your 
theories on hypnotism, it ' s  swee t of you to give me a lift 
into town . ' "  

The guy s ta r i ng at her with e e r i e  eyes a s  he f o lds back t h e  
top b l a nket is  obviou s ly a hypno t i s t  who ' s  not inter e s t ed in 
tricks with lu ight -bu lbs . 

Jodrel l Bank 
CSimon Saysl 

by Pa u l  
screeto n 

1--J 

1 1 
SITT I N G  in the bar of Seaton 
Carew's Stat i o n  H o t e l  ( there 
for the trainspotting,  not the 
ex c e l l e n t  Cam erons B est 
Sc otch,  you un derstand) and 
on the radio came Paul Sim on 
warblin g Homeward Bound. 
Wistful words over which a 
l oud-mouthed s tranger pro­
ferred the information to any­
one interested: " He wrote that 
at Halifax bus station."  

Relating this to a colleague next day 
(he'd made a distasteful remark about 
Jodrell - Jodrell Ban k  I wank in Cock­
ney rhyming slang), the Chshire loca­
tion had made me retell the story and 
I then said the true Simon location 
was R uncorn railway station in C he· 
shire. 

He deferred. Wigan railway station ,  
h e  opined. 

Overhearing us, the deputy editor 
then agreed it was definitely Wigan. 

Requiring an arbitrator, I went to 
the fou nt of all knowledJ:?e. features 
sub-editor Tony Locke (tw Jce on TV's 
1 5  to 1 ) , a self-confessed mind full of 
" useless shit" as he would self-depre­
catingly put it. A pub q uiz circuit ve­
teran ,  he k new the answer as the 
Simon question occasionally comes 
up. Widnes railway station,  he stated 
confidently and categorically. 

Heckon so, too, now .  I recall, too, a 
plaque to com memorate this singular 
brief encou nter sojurn was affixed -
only to be stolen shortly afterwards. 
Who's bedsit does it now adorn? 

As for the mournful Simon, I remem­
ber him being asked by Rollin� S tone 
whet her he would prefer a jomt or a 
wank. Masturbation, he replied, argu­
ing that you can imagine smoking 
dope but not syphoning the python. Or 
am I a tosser w ho's got it  around the 
wrong way? 
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T HE BOOK OF BRIL­
LIANT HOAXES 

By Si mon Rose 
ONP. of l he pmnkslcrs dcscribec.J I n  some detail  here was B r i a n  G .  H ughes, whose favour i te jest was to cre;t te  a traf· fie jam by pretend ing to be deaf and d u m b, and take t i me gett ing on a 

bus. 
l t  ta kes the rev iewer back to when as a junior reporter on the H artle­pool Ma i l  t here was a bus shel ter d i rectly be­low the newsroom.  I n  t hose days a penny coin was l arge and heavy a nd i f  a i med accurately made q u i te a noise as people were about to board t h e  Headland­bound bus. 

N o t  k n o w i n g  w h a t  m ig h t  h a v e  been d rop­ped . people would in the w i n ter dark ness would be scra m b l i n g  a round cau s i n g  c haos for t he cursing driver. 
Anot her ruse used in­v o lved someone w i t h  s ight  of a telephone box get t i n g  a passi n g  stran­ger to a nswer a call and take a message to some­one in an equally v isible hus q ueue. We were ne­ver that i n ve n t i ve b u t  would r i n g  t he box oppo­s i te the Mail  orrice and hold conversat ions with passer-by, one of w hom I persuaded he was speak­ing to a Frenchman. I t's a wonder we got a paper out . . .  

I particula rly enjoyed t he l i terary hoaxes a nd ones against the scient i­fic establ ishment. As for corn circles, t he account here is not very accurate or the fuU story. 
On t he down side there 

is E m i r  Sand's mass ive 
revenue (obviously ret i­
nue - show ing how Mai l  rev iewers do properly react I he books and pub­l ishers, even in pa per­hack,  fa i l  to correct l i lera ls). 

There are the expected m is e h  l e v o u s / v e n g e fu l  employee stories, such as Roger Rabbit  doctor­ing as p rev iously fea­tured in FF, t h o u g h  m o r e  t horou g h l y  cov­ered here;  a lso j i l t ed gir lfr iend s t u ffs frozen prawns in a c u r t a i n  road t o  create a grow ing stench or leaves t he phone ofT the hook after r inging  the new York s pea k i ng clock . There's also the cemen t poured In  the car by the man whose secret presen t  i t  was to be. 
As for s t ra i g h t for­ward urban beJ ief tales, there are versions of a ra ther nasty tale i n vol­v ing m a l ice and u rine and later fou r  in  a row: LSD t a t too, Procter & Gamble satanic symbol, Neiman M a rcus cook i e  rec i pe a nd headl ig h ts flash i n g  leading to i n­i t iation ri tual death.  

The book closes w it h  chapters o n  professional 
pranksters you can h i re and cases w here pract i ­cal jokes have u n fore­seen consequences. The chap who p u t  an advert In a magazine for a cat­house for dogs was so surprised to be taken ser­iously t h a t  he actuaJ l y  opened a brothel  for dogs - only for t he d is­trict attorney to shut  h i s  operat ion down. 

Impressively put toge­ther. 
P u bl ished by Virgin, £4.99. 

THE PLEASURES OF 
LOVE 

B y  Eliza b e t h  N a s h  
a n d  Richard Fox 

N A U G HTY b u t  n ice, t h is Is an i l l ustratecl ex­tended essa y  on ero t i­c ism and the sense. 
A book for adu lts. i t  argues t h a t  even v u lgar i ll ustrat ions of sex ual ­i ty  h a ve their  p l ace a l o n g s i d e  s u b l i m e works of a r t .  In fac l ,  t hey can somet imes tel l  u s  more. 
Each of the senses -sight ,  taste, smel l ,  hear­ing and touch - a re ex­a m i ned from an ero t i c  perspect ive.  Wel l i l lu ­s t ra ted a n d  pep pered w i t h  extracts from sex­ual l i tera ture, the book i s  a lso erud i te ,  w i t h  touches o f  dry wit .  

The tone is  that  of gen­
u i ne enthus iasts rat her than dusty academ ics: 

" People do t h i ngs they 
would not normal ly  do 
w h e n  c o n c e a l ed . by 
masks:  t h e  execut toryer 
h i des from God,  Dick 
'fu rpin h i c\es from t h e  
m a � i s t r a l es a n d  l he 
Lone Ranger h ides from 
Tanto." . 

Now to an aspect d is­
cussed, the nose-sex cor­
rel a t ion (no, . no� for 
pred icting p�mle size or 
rcmale appet ite}. 

Perhaps because our 
sense o� .. S!nell b�comes 
more et hctent w 1 t h  sex­
u a l  exci temen t ,  some 
people sneeze w hen t hey 
become aroused . I do 
w hen t h i n k i n g  ero t i�al­
ly .  I do, too, when _thmk­
i n g  o f  r_a 1 l w a y  
locomotives - w h 1c� may 
sound strange, Of!IlllOUS, 
fet ish ist ic or plam bar­
my. 

1 only open my heart 
on these matters for the 
fol klorist ic  reason t h a t  
I may have spotted a 
dodgy fi l ler in a newspa­
per. Headed NOT . TO B E  
S N EEZED AT, 1 t  goe� 
l i ke t his: "A Stuttgat ch­
n ic  has c u red Franz 
o u rs t ,  25, who h a d  
sneezi n g  fi ts w�enev.er 
h e  had sex . H1s  Vf l fe 
thought i t  was al l  at ish­
oo of l ies." (D S tar, 
29/5/95� 

The a uthors also men­
t ion someth in g  cal led 
"bride's cold" - perh_aps 
some reader could enlLght­
en your editor as l!> wll�t 
this means - or lS vety 
rude?. 

P u bl i s he d  by P a v i­
l ion,  £20. 

THE HUMOUR OF 
SEX 

E d i t e d  by W i l l i a m  
Coie & Louis Phi l l i ps 

H U M O U H  a c t u a l l y  is 
l ight  on t he grot!nd in 
t h is a n t hology ol com­
ments on sex u a l  exper­
ience.  M a n y  of t he 
q uotes are ei ther cyn ical 
or expressions of being 
clever for clever's sake. 

The ghastly,  pol i t ical­
ly-embroi led J o n a t h a n  
A i tken states t h a t :  " I  
h a ve t o  finrl a g i r l  a t ­
tract ive or i t 's l ike try­
i n g  to s t a r t  a c a r  
w i t ho u t  a n  i g n i t ion 
key." 

He is one of many pa­
thet ic  figures, b u t  the 
most  sad comments  
come from poet  P h i l ip 
Larkin.  Some of the rare 
fun n y  one-l i ners come 
from ,  of all people,  Eng­
l a n d ' s  s t a t e l y  homo 
Quentin Crisp. 

But general ly  i t. is . an 
indifferent compi lation, 
a d ispir i t ing  col lect io�1 , 
c h a racterised by t h is 
sou r  comment from that 
old bore and k i l ljoy Be­
rtrand R ussell: "The to­
tal amount of undesired 
sex endured by women is 
probably gre�ter in �ar­
riage than 111 pros t i tu ­
tion." 

As for fol kloric reso­
nance, or at least the du­
bious I smell a rat 
w hen ' novel ist  Anthony 
B u rgess is  q uoted as 
claimi ng: "A lot of tn�ns­
lat ions have to be reJeC­
ted as i nept.  In a la te  
no\'el of mine, Earth l y  
P o wers .  l he injunct ion 
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'Go to Malaya and w�ite 
abo u t  p l a n t ers go m g  
down w i t h  the OT's' was 
rendered into I tal ian to 
the effect of w r i t i ry g  
n hout p lan ters com m J t -
1 i n �-:  fd la l  io w i l h  dor.· 
tors of t heology." 

Publ ished by H obcrt 
H a le a t  £7.99. 

S T I L L  LIFE W ITH 
VOLJ<SWAGENS 

fly Gcoff N icholson 
VlmY runny, very sur­

rea l ,  N ic h ol son here 
writes a second novel on 
H i l l er's fav o u r ite car.  
The t i t le  comes from h is 
own Beetle models collec­
t ion - "my flat ,  it m ight 
wel l be said looks l ike a 
s t i l l  l i fe w i t h  Vol kswa­
gens." 

Her p o p u l a tes h is 
books w i t h  so m a n y  
c h a racters you c a n ' t  
just  d i p  in  o v e r  days, 
but  need to keep on top 
of the events. 

A l ways b i za r re, w i t h  
a w i cle spectrum o f  per­
son a l i t ies a n d  u n usual 
episodes - many sexual 
(an a u tomaton of H i t ler 
and Eva B ra u n  on the 
back sea t of a Volkswa­
gen,  for more or . w h ich 
you' l l  have to read lt}. 

Nothing really folklor­
ic but  the reference to 
"Owsley nos jours" - no 
ment ion of David Solo­
mon - w i l l  have a reso­
nance for drug c u l t u re 
afficiandoes. 

Rack to h i s  old form 
after the d isappo i n t ing 
Errol F'lynn novel. 

Pu hlished by Sceptre 
at £5.99. 

THUNDER ROAD 
Dy C hris Curry . A rol l icking,  splendid-

l y  w r i t ten  m i x t u re �f 
weirdness. Here are reh­
g i ous fa n a t ics .  U FO 
buffs, cat tle  m u t i lat ions 
and m issing persons set 
in a s t ra n ge, modern 
m id-Wcst townsh ip.  Ha­
ther as if  written by Ray 
Bradhury on acid and 
speed. 

Published by Hodder 
& S l uu� h tun a l  t HU)!) . 
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LEONARJj --- C O H E N-; --, w i t h  R EBECCA DE ' 
MORNAY 

�;. . . . .  
LEONARD COHEN -

A LIFE IN ART 
By Ira Nadel 
CO H E N 'S p o p u l a r  

i m age i s  of b e i n g  
l istened t o  In lonely bed­
si t terland, or music to 
commit su icide to. 

The artist's actual In·  
tentions were not to 
change the world or indi­
v iduals,  but to under­
stand hi mself. As w i th 
Bob Dylan, many have 
become d isciples and fol­
lowed h i s  person a l  
9.uest. H is is a neoroman­
hcism; i ts focus on spir­
i t u a l  a n d  s e x u a l  
discovP.ry being perfectly 

in tune with the age. 
As for h i s  s inging, "craggy" is �robably the best description and he's a d m i t ted h is v o ice "depresses" him. Nadel desc r i bes it a s  a "gravelly croak." 
As for Nadel's biogra­phy, despite obviously being a devoted Cohe­ni tes, it Is a shallow fan's overview of his l i­terature and songs, bare­ly flesh ing out the man h i mscl r. An i n t e•·csl l n g  read, but  hardly  reveal­ing. 

Cohen should be of in­
terest to folklorists for 
his  insights i n to the 
past and prophecy" 
lines such as - "The real 
deserts are outside of 
tradition";"Now each in 
his holy hill I the gl itter­
ing and h u rting days 
are almost done I Then 
l e t  u s  c o mp a r e  
mytholo�ies" ; and the 
" Magic ts afoot" section 
of his novel Beautiful Lo­
sers (at a launch party 
he autographed a white 
leather shoe w ith h i s  
name and the  l ine 
" Ma�ic Is a foot." When 
receiv i n g  a n  a ward 
from CBS Records he 
wryly observed, "1  have 
always been touched by 
the modesty of their in­
terest in  m y  work.") ;  
and on another level, 
and with which I concur 
wholeheartedly, "I 've al­
ways depended on the 
kindness of women.' 

Pnhllshed by Robson 
Book at £12.95. 

MERLIN THROUGH 
THE AGES 

Edi ted hy R ,J Stewart 
& John Mat t hews 

TWO well-known Ar­
thurian cum _ New A�� 

·· figures ···collaborate tu 
produce a chronological 
an thology and source 
book covering the ear­
l iest Cel t ic m a teria l  
through to a summary 
of contemporary works. 

Poems, texts and wri­
t ings on Merl in 's  l i fe 
and times for those who 
have come under the ma­
gician's spell. 

Publ ished by Bland­
ford Press a t  £16.99. 

KING ARTHUR'S RE­
TURN 

By Helena Paterson & 
Courtney Davls 

L E G E N DS of t h e  
Round Table a n d  Hol y 
G r a i l  are retraced 
through the classic tales 
rewritten here by Pater­
son and beautu"ully illu­
strated in  colour by Da­
vis. 

What, however, is Boa­
d icea doing here? Her 
ashes afier su icide being 
scattered on the tnm nlus 
on Parliament H i l l  ( I  
prefer the a l ternative 
that she is buried under 
pla tform 9 at K ings 
Cross railway station). 

Puhl lshcd hy llla n d­
ford Press a t  £15.99. 
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THE FOX'S PROPHECY 
Poem b D w Nash - commenta b R w F Poole 

PROPHECY by humans is one 
thing, that by an old fox speaking 
in a human voice is altogether an­
other. 

M aybe the fox which gave dire 
warnings of what would h appen to 
the E nglish people in years ahead 
was a were-fox (a magici i n  animal 
fonn). 

tacks upon set aside land to 
Church orda ining paederasts 
years. The fox's commentary that 

"The manly blood of England 
In weaker veins shall.nm :· 

the 
for 

is seen by Poole as now consisting of 
lager, i llega l substances and soya 
sauce. "This mixture is much easier to 
pump through "natural gates and al­
leys' of the human body,  wh ich are 
now well gunged up with cholesterol." Whatever, these 

verses first written 
down in 1871,  were · 

spoken to Tom 
H il l ,  who had be-
come separated f 
from the Berkeley 
hunt. 

As well as being acerbic, Poole is 
quite quirky, as with his putdown of 

1 � the French: " How can you take serious­tJ2 ly a nation that g ives the female gen­
� , i tal  passage a mascul ine gender - l e  

vagin. 
And while on the subject of female 

anatomy, he recal l s  the woman 
teacher who told her pupils i t  was 
cruel to m i lk cows, only for a dairy 
farming parent to respond w ith " I  tell 
'ee what, Boy, us fa ir made 'er udder 

E x traord i n a r i l y  
accurate are the vi­
s ions of poli tical 
change u n ion 
power, useless pol i­
ticians, mil itary ca­
s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  
E u ropean Un ion 
(which we'll quit) - 'J 

, judder." 
� � Nor does he approve of fem in ism or 11 homosexual i ty .  Nor pol i t i c ians or 

' ! schoolteachers: the former he sees as 
l o w e r i n g  s ta n ­
dards i n  educa­
t ion,  agricul t ure 
and women in  gen­
eral. Luckily, even­
tually all wil l  once 

• " true d isciples of Onan." However, I 1 think Poole took too l iterally the l ines 
Mechanics in their workshops 

NJa irs of State dec�q(� 

more be well and · 
happi ness, peace l n 1 1  t (t 
and prosperity will �- r\ll tl lt 
be England's again. '.U " "" ..u. \ 

A recent Commons vote seems the 
first step towards the aboli t ion of fox 
hunting i n  this coun try, and the first 
thing the fox foretold was that hun­
ting would end and he regretted this. 

In this ed ition, countryman and for· 
mer master of foxhounds R W F Pole 
endorses the fox's sentiments and 
agrees that hunting is advantageous 
to the species, which would otherwise 
be exterminated in less humane ways. 

Poole's acerbic tone ranges from at-

when relat ing this to his experiences 
w i th garage employees. Surely it re­
fers to the bad old days of wi ldcat 
strikes of the Fifties and Scargill ism. 

On pol itics he denigrates the Leader­
ene and sees Labour and the Lib Dems 
as " vermin pits - crawl ing with envy, 
malice and class hatred." 

Not everyone wi l l  agree w ith him, 
and he real ises so.  To some he wil l  
seem to be an apoplectic squire on h is 
hobby horse and others the voice of 
reason. 

Publ ished by M ic h a e l  J os e p h ,  
£7.99. 

ALSO RECIEVED 
. THANK YOU AND 

01{1 h y  Davld Chad­
wicl< .  Odd book of a dro­
pout's second go at zen; 
t h is t ime among less 
than inscrutable Orien­
tals (Arkana, £9.99). 

Man who wrote Zen and 
the Art of Archery gives 
precise descript ions of 
the techniques used In 
zcn (Arlcana, £5.99). 

THE ANATOMY OF 
FATE by Z'ev Ben Shi­
mon Halevl.  A classic 
s ince publ ica t ion in  
1 978, th ts  book explains 
the universe and man by 

considering the metaphy­
sical system of Kabalah. 
Penguin,  £6.99). 

T i l E  P A R T J C J P A -
TOHY M I N D  b y  l l em·ylc 
Skolimowskl. Grand the­
ory of �art ic i patory 
Western mmd returning 
tn, t hen rc intcgrn l ing,  
the spiritual ( A r k a n a ,  
£9,99). 

THE M E THOD OF 
ZEN by Eugen Herrigel: 
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THE CELTIC DRUIDS' 

YEAR 
By John King 
THE CELTS produced 

beaut iful  artwork and 
chopped of people 's 
heads (d iscussed here 
only very briefly); t�ey 
created a long-lastm� 
society and thei r  drm­
dry is extremely well 
know to this day. 

There has been a big 
rev iva l  of interest in 
their culture and rel i­
gion, and for those wa�­
ting to know more, thts 
is a readable and fasci­
nating examination. 

Published by Bland­
ford Press at £ I5.99. 

LETT E RS TO AM­
BROSE MERTON. Q folk­
lore miscel lany. Successor 
to Dear Mr Thorns. Sub 
£7.50. To Gil l ian Bennett, 
28 Brownsville Road, Stock­
port, SK4 4PF. 

No. 1 Post-war Gennan 
folklore and the Nation So­
cialist Machinery; sex stor­
ies; Oz food contamination 
and child sex abuse; mass 
suicide skits; origins of 
schoolboy howlers. Updates 
on alien big cats; clown "a­
nice among pupi ls; "Gtve 
us the fucking curries or 
you're h istory" develop­
ments. 

No. 2. Topics being news­
paper memorial  verses; 
photocopied inequality of 
funerals; M ick Goss on ci­
�a rette card howlers;  
stupidity" - a cautionary 

toi let tale;  number of 
words in key passage non­
sense; Kapr the carved Sa­
voy Hotel  cat as 1 4th 
guest; Gyles Brandreth 
howler collection shown to 
be downright plagiarism. 

PROMISES & DISAP­
P O I NTMENTS. Q. One 
£2; 4-iSRUe sub £7 .50. US 
for $ 1 8 cash . Kev i n  
McCiure, 42 Victoria Road, 
Mount Charles, St Auslell ,  
Cornwall ,  PL25 4QD. 

HOW TO DRAW CEL­
TIC KNOTWORK 

By Andy Sloss 
A long-t ime admirer 

of both Celt ic knotwork 
art illustration (and the 
similar-styled writing a 
former long-time girl­
friend mastered quickly 
at a rt college but I 
couldn't), this looks l ike 
being an absorbing hob­
by for those with pa­
tience. 

Regular readers know 
of my distaste for cer­
tain traits of the origi­
nal Celts, but this is an 
all-new, simplified me­
thod - not the way the 
Celts did i t  - which the 
author believes more ar­
propriate for today s 

Issue · Two. Mcciure's 
editorial shows he's no 
alien abduction fan and at­
tacks the ethics issue ap­
plied by the researchers; 
also a hypnotherapist g?ves 
his approach to a client 
worried about a home spir­
it  presence. Plus disap­
p o i n t i n g  
cryptoanthropology; con­
spiracies, modern spiritual­
ism schism. Book and mag 
reviewR. 

FORTEAN TIMES. 
N e wss t a nd ma g . Bi ­

mon t h l y .  Su b i nc 

p& p � 1 2 . Che q u e s  

p a y a b l e  t o  J oh n  

B r o w n  P u b l i sh i n g ,  

f RE E POSt ( 5�6096 ) ,  
f r o me ,  Some r se t , 

BA l l  l Y A .  N o .  7 1J .  
Ma­

jor pieces include Dennis 
Stacy on Roswell ;  Karl Shu­
ker examines veterinary li­
terat u re to exp l a i n  
twinged" cats; Merrily Har­
pur bends over backwards 
to put Uril Geller in  focu�; 
New Guinea wonders; Hm­
ti voodoo; _ _  oldes�- pe_ople 

creators. 
Try it, enjoy it and maybe experiment your­self. 
Pu blished by Bland-

ford Press at £9.99. 
THE HEALING PATH By Marc lan Barasch A spiritual journey to understand i l lness and to guide s ufferers.  Threatened by thyroid cancer, the au thor tra­velled in search of a cure and to interview many others for whom serious illness became a catalyst  for personal change. He claims to have discovered a univer­sal pattern. 

Published by Arkana at £7.99. 

(Hartlepool-born t.:harlotte 
Hughes, who died in 1993 
aged 1 15 being oldest au­
thenticated by Guinness 
Book of Records. Forum 
contributors tackle referen­
cing anomalies; conspi racy 
theory doubts cause and ef­
fect blame in all so-called 
modern societies. Mag­
watch corner mentions FF 
"with a nice l ine in vaguely 
scabrous material." 

No. 79. Author Robert 
Anton Wilson ranges over 
various oflbeat luminaries 
and subjects; most interest­
in� - talking even - polter­
geist you're l ikely to see 
investi�ated; is the Sphinx 
far older than Establish­
ment E gyptiologists ar­
gue?; SHC ascribed to a 
fierce burnin� sou rced 
from the v ictims' abdo­
mens. The Forum corre­
spondent ponder w hJ 
weirdness need not pnmc 
anyone; scientific orthodox­
y's paradigm support; and 
M ick Goss on TV's slant on 
urban myths. 

No. 80. Bob Rickard 
trawls the files of the best 
photographic evidence for 
extraterrestrials and fi nds 
it  sadly wanting. Plus Sata­
nic black metal music;  
vampire burials and diRi n­
tered consum ptives; lien 
big cats round-up; Robert 
Rnnkine interviewed; ufo 
reports akin to legal testim-

ony rather than· scientific 
facts. 

No. 8 1 .  Articles on Bon­
nybridge UFO wave; curio­
sities actually not excom­
m u n icated from o u r  
museums (including Hartle­
pool); mystical experience 

with Mari lyn Monroe at 
English church and a tele­
ported greyhound; Jenny 
Randles and Bob Rickard 
o n  a l i e n  a u to psy 
film;UnConvention 9 5  re­
port ( includes mention of 
Silpho Moor saucer suppos­
edly last seen at an East 
Yorkshire chip shop!);  Mal­
aysian oddittes; a circle­
maker sees construction as 
"near-hal lucinogenic"; cult 
busters a danger. 

Reviews, letters and For­
tean topics from around 
the world each issue. 

STRAN G E  MAGA-
ZINE. Twice yearly. P.O. 
Box 2246, Rockville, Mary­
land,  20847 ,  USA. Sub 
$ 1 7 .95 for 4 ;  U K  £ 1 3.50. 
UK orders make cheque 
out to Mark Chorvinsky. 

No. 14 .  Phi! Snyder gets 
phi losophical in an over­
view of damned data - look­
ing at the unexpl ained 
from several viewpoints. 
The mag begins with sev­
eral pieces on time travel -
none of which appear parti­
cularly helpful. Plus 1850 
I rish sea serpent wave; Lor­
en Coleman s crypto news; 
plenty of weirdness from 
around the world. Books, 
TV nnd video/fi l m  reviews. 

No. I G . S illing un n 
beach . in Portugal's Al­
garve, Karl Shuker and 
M a rk Chorvinskv's ac-

cou nts and analyses of 
beached sea monsters ( usu­
al ly remains of basking 
sharks) had a hum�n di­
mension for ten feet away 
was a topless woman of 
globster proportions. Sub­
terranean realms: fact and 
fiction, including the fruit­
less week-long search for a 
miner who vanished down 
a North-East UK pit in 
1 928. Tom Montelcone 
flight to planet Lanulos 
seen as hoax and John A 
Keel's reaction to his role 
in the affair. Other articles 
on alien US animals (esca­
pees angle); the Roswell au­
topsy film; Toronto ghosts 
and other haunts. Karl 
Shuker starts a fascinating 
new cryptozoolof!V column. 

NORTHERN - EARTH. 
Q. Antiquarian mysteries. 
Sub £5. Cheques to North­
ern Earth Mysteries group. 
Address: 10 Jubilee Street, 
M ythol m royd , Heb�en 
Bridge ,  West Yorkshtre, 
HX7 5NP. 

No. 61 . St George seen 
as more pagan than Christ­
ian; Leeds holy wells and 
springs; prehistoric gath�r­
ing sites; Roxburghshtre 
megaliths; Northern Earth 
Moot '94. Plus readers' let­
ters, queries and reviews. 

No. 62. Head place name 
articles (Gateshead was 
Goatshead o r i�i n a l l y 
though it seems tmplied 
but not implicitly); Ha­
waiian stone carvings; im­
portant finds �n Islay; .the 
good EM gutdes gutde; 
moor land access cam­
paign. 

TO U C H ST O N E  Pub­
l ished by Surrey Earth 
Mysteries Group. Q £2 for 
4 Cheques payable to J 
Goddard, 25 Albert Road, 
Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 
2PX. . f No. 39. Search for �tte o 
stone in Addlest�ne ttself; 
Reigate leys; Robtn Hood s 
bay snippets; pagan �or­
ship site related to ahgn-
mcnlR. , No. 40. Editor s mnrn-
thon cycle ride into B�ck­
i n g h a m s h i r e w t t h 
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interestin� results; Silches­
ter field tnp. 

No. 4 1 .  Terrestrial zo­
diac of Scil ly? Kent field 
trip with visit to Blueblee 
Hi l l  ( phantom hitch-hiker 

N O RT H E R N  U F O  
N EW S. £ 7  for six issues. 
Cheques payable to North­
ern UFO News. From 1 1  
Pike Court, Fleetwood, Lan­
cashire, FY7 8QF. 

No. 1 69. Jenny Handles 
editorial on open-minded­
ness and ufology as recent­
ly presenled on TV; round­
up of ufo mags. 

No. 1 70. Leading skeptik 
attacked; alleged Rosewell 
retrieval fi l m  footage. 
Other usual features each 
issue include mags round­
up; media references; corn 
circles news; ufo sightings 
cases. 

AMSKAYA. Newsletter 
of the STAR Fellowship. Q. 
£2 for 4.  Cheques to J God­
dard. Address 25 Albert 
Road,  Addlestone, Wey­
bridge, Surrey, KT1 5  2PX. 

No. 31 .  Zec h a r i a  
Sitchin's ancient astronaut 
theory considered; Andy 
Col lins' T h e  C i rc l e ­
makers reviewed and seen 
as "churlish" over the space 
people; dodgy Bristol U FO 
activity ;  excerpts from 
Tony Wedd talk. Notes and 
news. 

No. 32. The later Tony 
Wedd's article on Dan Fry's 
alleged trip in a flying sau­
cer; crop circles; su pport 
for Adamski? · 

No. 33. Tony Wedd re­
c a l l s  Phi l i p  Rodgers; 
199 1 No. 34 . Mexican ufo 
flap; free energy machine 
to prolect citrus trees; book 
reviews. 

No. 35. Jimmy Goddard 
reviews the reviews of his 
E a rth People,  P a c e  
P e o p l e(see F F  reviews 
this issue); report on talk 
by retired pi lot on ufos; 
brief 1 954 piece by contac­
tee Orfeo Angel ucci and 
exlrnct hy Tony Weflcl from 
a n  u n p u h l i �:� h c d  
man uscri pt; space lan­
guage Solex Mal .  
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. MA(�(>NIA. er J nte,·pret­l llg con tem porary vision n nd belief. Sub: Ul{ £4 Cheques to John Rim mer: 
Address: John De Cottnge, 
5 ,Ja meR terrace, Mortlake 
C h u rc h y a r d ,  Lond o n ,  
SW 14 8HB. 

No. 5 1  Excellent analysis 
of the current Atate of play 
in the Satanic abuse scene 
hy Roger Snndell. "By what 
proces::� were grim ancient 
rituals transmitted to pro­
prietors of Cal iforn ia d ay­
care centres and flemi-l ilcr­
a te fa mil ies on Bri tish 
council estates?" he asks. 
These housing estates be­
com i ng a Ni neties equiva­
lent of n "Dark Continent" 
awash with idolatr1 and 
wi tchcrnft. Where ts the 
psychintrist coming from 
who is impressed that al­
tars have smister parapher­
nalia - "one would hardly 
expect claims that the altar  
was decorated w i t h  a mo­
bile ,phone or a pop-up toas­
ter . And the survivors 
them::�elves, these bizarre 
wendy house wombats 
whose absurd i ty is only 
matched by the credulous 
believers, many of whom 
have impressive qualifica­
tions and prestigious jobs. 
How come the silence over 
the i m pact of Aids, recog­
nising the sex orgy rituals 
i nclude buggery and drink­
i n g  of blood? He also 
touches upon the relation­
ship  between aspects of 
c u l t  s tories and u rban 
myths. 

The Shadows' first LP 
had Tales of a Raggy Tram­
l i ne a nd Joh n  Harney looks 
a the ticket-eater (see F F 
23), shameless lovers and 
the p latform maniac. Edi­
tor John Rimmer does not 
pussyfoot around with cat 
scare stories; hypnotism as 
latest moral panic. Letters 
and book reviews. 

N o .  5 2 .  P e t e r  
Ooukesmil.h makes a fierce 
and entertaining attack 
upon Jenny Randles in par­
ticular and ufology in 'fen­
e r a ! ( " A r t i c u l n t m g  
skcpticism with some mod­
icu m of trenchancy iR l ike 
goa t-herd i n g  or c u n n_i-

l i ngua - dark and lonely 
work, but someone has to 
do it"). Plus pieces on mo­
therships of old reconsi­
dered as a n d rogynous 
godships ejaculati ng circu­
lar craft while at a 45 de­
gree erection angle; two 
views on abduction stories; 

DARK AND LONELY 
WORK - GOAT-HERD· 
lNG AND SEX 

more catn a p p i n g  ( to he 
thrown to pi t bulls in a 
Cheshire warehouse); parti­
cularly i n teresting letters. 

---1 
M ad d as h  fo r th e F i n n i s h  p roves l 

u p l i ft i n g  exper i e nce fo r wo m e n  
Jon Henley In Sonkajllrvl, 
Finland 

I LPO Ronkko was the clear 
winner of this year's Finn· 

ish national woman-carrying 
championships,  galloping 
home three seconds ahead of 
his nearest rival to collect 44 
bottles of lemonade, a loaf of 
rye bread apd a sauna towel. 

"It was hard, lt always is, 
but .we were going well and I 
always knew we'd be up 
t h e r e , "  s a i d  M r  R o n k k o  
after Saturday's event, held 
annually tn the remote lake­
land v1llage of Sonkajiirvt. 

Mr Ronkko, aged 34, a 
builder from Vierema, was 
last to start the hilly 275· 
yard obstacle course in the 
v1llage school grounds. But 
with his dbninutlve wife, An· 
nell, clinging to his back, he 
waded through waist-high 
water and cleared two fear­
some timber hurdles, with· 

out faltering, in front of 
ranks of TV cameras and 
3,000 spectators. 

Some of the other 24 com­
p e t i tors w e r e  less l u c k y .  
Tolvo Katainen - w h o  fa· 
v o u r e d  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  
a c r o s s - t h e - s h o u ld e r  s t y l e  
rather than t h e  more conven· 
t t o n a l  p i ggy-back - w a s  
flogged enthusiastically wlth 
birch twigs by his partner, 
una, but still sUpped and fell 
three times at the water, In· 
currlng a 45-second penalty. 

All were helped by the ab­
sence of three-time winner 
Joni Jussula, whose wife, 
TUna, gave birth three weeks_ 
ago and felt too weak to 
compete. 

The contest - for a prize of 
the woman's weight in lem· 
onade - is inspired by the 
legend of Ronkainen the Rob· 
ber, a 1 9th century marauder 
who forced would-be gang 
members to carry a woman 
over an obstacle course. 

G u a r d i a n , 3 / 7 / 93 

·---------------------- - - --

-Un-captive audience 
"WE W ERE standing _ seminar on wedding 
outside with a model bride photography organis,:: d by 

discussing photographs the British Institute c f • 

when I noticed that the Professional P hotogn .. ,�. �ers 

Highland catt le  in a nearby and featuring the W?rds and 

field were act ing strangely, "  wisdom of an Am�n�a n  

sai� Les Hester, a · . · snapper called Heada  
· h h ks out M auracher. But photogra� er w o �or 

concentration lapsed when 
of Forres m G rampaan. 

H e  and 24 fel low Mr Hester spotted the 
photogtaphers were a t  the cattle.  . 
town's  K nockomie Hotel,  "They were gallopmg 
the Aberdeen Press and about and kicking their legs 
Journa l says,  attending a up as t_hey ran towards 

Wee ke nd le l ep;raph , i!':> / :.:L"J� 
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uvou really do spoil 
that oat, Judlth" 

uvou muat have been 
mtataken-thert lan't a 
creeple crawlle on me 

alter all." 

something," he explained. 
What had they seen? "It wa� 
about the size of a Iabrador 
but definitely fe l ine. It was 
dun-coloured and moved 
just l ike a big cat . "  lt was 
seen to run beside a fence 
before darting into the 
undergrowth.  

With so many eager 
photographers present,  
incontrovert ible film 
evidence of big cats was 
surely in the bag .  Er, not 
quite. M r  Hester admitted : 
" We were at the sem i nar to 
look and l isten so we d idn ' t  
have o u r  cameras w i t h  u s . "  
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Cow: K-ll·- · ···l· -s·:
a�:

i �f s���r��:�e��a t �: l eG 1of peopl e attacked by - no t 
. ) bu l l s - bu t cows . These i nc -. . r uded t he brother of f orme r  THE UDDER ���:�g�t s:��:�;r�a�o��!a� i ng 

; of truth <somewhere 1 n  my 
' f i l es is  one of a j ea l ous 

WO- MA. N I ,!��
t
�:e l�!�t

t��s��)�ig out 

Our cover p ictu re shows 
I ibeef y  Bruno <r ight ) , who 

rloesn ' t l i ke strangers . The 
JEALOUS cow Flower killed a farmer's wife ·bu l l is taken f or regualar because she was in love with her husband. wa lks by 3 4 - 2 4-34 stu na Dawn The half-ton beast charged startled Sarah Scott 
and knocked her down a 60ft well as she chatted to Da v i es near her home i n  Gray­
her sister, Lisa. 

And hubby Harper, 43, said: "There is no doubt · don , Surrey · 
in my mind that F1ower wanted Sarah out of the way. ..------------!':'OP."'��� 

"She would raise a stink if me and Sarah so much 
as held hands," he added. ' 

�Js��i�er�h��at�= ; Jealou�f� cGW- ; 
in the farmyard when kill b id Flower thundered up. S r e - : 

Broken A FARMER'S new bride 
was butted and killed - by 

Sarah, 3 1, was knocked a jealous cow. 
down the well and her Sarah Scott, 31 ,  died of a 
neck was broken in the broken neck aJler besotted 
fall. beast Flower pushed her ( But kind-hearted Harper, down a 60ft well. 
from Welkom, in South Harper, of Welkom ·: . 
Africa, said yesterday he South Africa, said: "Flower . · : ·. 
had forgiven Flower and raised a stink every time 
had no plans to sell or she saw me even hold my 
slaughter her. "I'd hate wife's hand. She wanted 
to see anything bad her out of the way." 
happen to the old girl. But he won't �et rid or 

" U nderneath it all, , the beast. "She s really a 
she's really a sweetheart," � sweetheart," he said. 
he said. 

lJ Star ,  

F r i n t e d by E mj ay R ise Park , 


